
REFERENCE GUIDE



Ranked as the nation’s No. 1 public university for 
undergraduate teaching, Georgia State is on the  
move and on the rise. Few universities have come  
so far, so fast.

There’s a reason The Washington Post calls us  
“a hotbed of growth and innovation” and more than 
53,000 students across six campuses now call us 
home each year. Like our city, we’re growing and 
evolving every day. 

To keep that momentum going, we keep our 
standards high, always creating new ways to  
think about higher education. 

By crafting a system that puts you first — your 
success, your future, your life — we’ve changed the 
way our students learn, cut the time it takes them 
to graduate and saved them money along the way. 
Most important, we’ve proven students from all 
backgrounds can succeed at the same levels. 

What does it mean to do things THESTATEWAY?  
It means, like you, we take chances, and we aren’t 
afraid of novel, bold ideas.  

Here, you’ll be part of a different kind of university 
where you can stand up, stand out and take charge.  

That’s THESTATEWAY.

More than any other school I talked to, 
Georgia State had an energy — a pride 
— about its growth and future.
       – Ratislav Krylov (’21)

*U.S. News & World Report, 2020

**Among those with $100 million+     
    in annual expenditures

WE’RE DOING THINGS 

No. 2 MOST INNOVATIVE
UNIVERSITY IN THE U.S.* 

No. 1 PUBLIC UNIVERSITY FOR  
UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING 
IN THE U.S.* 

No. 3 FASTEST-GROWING 
RESEARCH UNIVERSITY IN 
THE U.S.** 



*WalletHub, 2019

No. 1 CITY FOR 
INTERNSHIP
AVAILABILITY* 

No. 2 CITY FOR
PROFESSIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES*

FIND YOUR WAY 
IN ATLANTA 
Location is everything. As a rapidly growing public research university 
rooted in a major city, we’re flipping the script on the conventional 
college experience while helping change the landscape of  
downtown Atlanta. 

Our students aren’t confined to classrooms, nor are our lectures 
defined by standard curriculum. That’s because we know  
exposure leads to the best educational journeys. Our faculty  
think outside the norm, and our connections flow outside  
our buildings.

On a sprawling campus that overlaps with Fortune 500  
companies, technology startups and creative giants, you  
have the power to build professional relationships with  
city influencers and gain the practical experience critical  
to converting your degree into a career. Best of all, you’ll  
call home a city rich in history, beauty and diversity.

Welcome to the university where leaders are born.  

Welcome to the city they shape.  

Welcome to the THESTATEWAY.



WE’LL GUIDE 
THE WAY
With the most advanced technology on our 
side, we’ve garnered national recognition as a 
trailblazer in student success.

In addition to reducing the average time it takes 
them to receive a degree (by half a semester), 
we’re graduating more students than ever.  
We believe entrepreneur and philanthropist  
Bill Gates said it best: 

What’s our secret? A personalized success plan 
for every single student, a wealth of academic 
advisers and dozens of programs that weave 
career readiness into every facet of the college 
experience.

Our students are prepared to go the distance — 
well beyond the walls of our lecture halls — and 
there’s no stopping them once they graduate.

Taking THESTATEWAY means no matter 
where you’re from, you have the power to go 
anywhere you want. 

No other university has  
accomplished what Georgia 
State has the last decade.
                – Bill Gates

WE’VE SAVED OUR STUDENTS  
$18 MILLION BY GRADUATING  
THEM SOONER

OUR GRADUATION RATES HAVE 
INCREASED BY 23 PERCENTAGE 
POINTS OVER 15 YEARS

Prospective students and applicants can 
get quick answers and help by texting  
with POUNCE, our digital chatbot.



GO YOUR  
OWN WAY
Georgia State’s nationally ranked programs 
and hundreds of options are a magnet for 
driven students and renowned faculty. Explore 
our 11 colleges and schools to find your ideal 
fit.  These competitive fields of study are your 
platform for greatness. What will you do?  

•  ANDREW YOUNG SCHOOL OF POLICY STUDIES

•   BYRDINE F. LEWIS COLLEGE OF NURSING  
& HEALTH PROFESSIONS

•   COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

•   COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

•   COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  
& HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

•   COLLEGE OF LAW*

•   HONORS COLLEGE

•   J. MACK ROBINSON COLLEGE  
OF BUSINESS

•   INSTITUTE FOR  
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

•   SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

•   PERIMETER COLLEGE**

*Graduate degrees only

** Associate degrees only

FRESHMAN LEARNING COMMUNITIES

At New Student Orientation, you’ll have the chance 
to sign up for one of our Freshman Learning 
Communities (FLCs), each of which connects 25 
first-year students with similar academic pursuits. 
These small, synergistic networks position you to 
navigate and embrace the new experiences and 
challenges of an unfamiliar place. 

HONORS COLLEGE 

The Honors College at Georgia State unites curious minds 
on a mission to fulfill the highest academic aspirations. As 
an Honors student, you’ll enjoy advantages in registration, 
housing and research, preparation for graduate or professional 
school and one-on-one guidance in chasing prestigious 
scholarships and fellowship competitions.

FACULTY AND RESEARCH 

As one of the Southeast’s top research 
institutions, we continue to reach new 
heights in discoveries and points of 
distinction. Our research expenditures are 
up 153 percent since 2010. And thanks to 
our undergraduate research opportunities, 
students have the chance to work on 
groundbreaking projects.

Music major Connor McMillan has  
found his rhythm at Georgia State. His 

research focuses on how the culture of  
West African drumming is reflected in 

dance, communication and poetry. 

Connor McMillan (’21)



6 CAMPUS COMMUNITIES  
HOUSING 5,500+ STUDENTS 

Our five amenity-rich residence halls and  
cozy Greek housing quarters are nestled in  
the heart of Atlanta. With your own place  
on campus, you’ll be surrounded by friends  
and enjoy unbeatable access to classes, 
dining, recreation and the city’s most popular 
spots. Living in student housing inspires 
campus involvement, lifts grades and  
increases satisfaction.

7 CAMPUS DINING HUBS AND  
NUMEROUS CITY EATERIES

Atlanta’s one-of-a-kind dining scene is a 
reflection of its diverse culture. On campus, 
you’ll find every kind of fare at our three dining 
halls and four cafés, each of which features 
themed outposts. To indulge fully in the city’s 
culinary chops, check out the numerous nearby 
restaurants, like those along Broad Street and at 
Peachtree Center, or pick up local produce and 
fruit at the popular Sweet Auburn Curb Market. 

Being a Panther means sharing a way of life 
you won’t find anywhere else. It’s about sharing 
a way of life you won’t find anywhere else. As 
you get to know our landmarks and traditions, 
they’ll become part of your Georgia State story. 
How can you make our 71-acre downtown 
campus your own? Let us count the ways.

A WAY 
OF LIFE



A WAY TO  
SPEAK UP AND 
STAND OUT

16 VARSITY ATHLETICS TEAMS &  
25 CLUB SPORTS TEAMS 

Georgia State is home to 16 varsity teams in the 
NCAA’s Division 1 Sun Belt Conference. Our talented 
student-athletes take the spotlight in our athletics 
venues, including Georgia State Stadium, where you 
can cheer them on. Want in on the action? Join one 
of the university’s 25 club sports teams. Professional 
sports fans can root for Atlanta’s five home teams.

400+ STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS &  
75 FACULTY-LED STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS

The opportunities for broadening your cultural, 
intellectual and philanthropic horizons abound. Our 
400-plus clubs and organizations speak volumes 
about the more than 34,000 distinctive voices  
we represent on our Atlanta Campus. Bond with  
like-minded peers who share your views, build 
personal networks through one of our 31 sororities  
or fraternities or grow your own organization from the 
ground up. Our 75 faculty-led study abroad programs 
span 34 countries, where more opportunities for  
self-discovery await.

GEORGIA STATE ATHLETES  
HAVE ONE OF THE  

HIGHEST GRADUATION 
SUCCESS RATES IN THE  
SUN BELT CONFERENCE. 
The Panthers’ combined  

GPA has exceeded 3.0  
for more than 10  

consecutive years.

GEORGIA STATE’S MODEL 
UNITED NATIONS AND  
ARAB LEAGUE TEAMS 

compete internationally  
each year in countries  

such as Bosnia, Egypt, 
France, Japan, Morocco, 
South Korea and Turkey.

Our big win over Tennessee in the  
fall of 2019 was something I’ll never  

forget. It was our first Power Five  
win. Our football program is so  

young, and not many teams in our  
conference get this kind of win so early,  

if ever. It was great to be a part of a  
game that made Georgia State history.

– Jacorey Crawford (’21)



A RETURN ON YOUR INVESTMENT  

There’s a reason The New York Times called 
Georgia State “an innovative engine of social 
mobility.” The invaluable opportunities we afford 
our students set them up for high-paying and 
rewarding careers. And as we lift you up to 
reach your dreams, you’ll have the support  
of a global city. 

EARLY CAREER SALARY FOR GRADUATES:  $50,600*
MID-CAREER SALARY:  $90,800*
20-YEAR NET RETURN ON INVESTMENT:  $222,000* 

*payscale.com/research/US/School=Georgia_State_    
  University/Salary

FEDERAL AID  

Completing a FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) early will ensure you 
receive all the financial aid to which you’re 
entitled. You can complete the FAFSA as early 
as OCTOBER 1. The priority consideration 
deadline for FAFSA is APRIL 1. Georgia State’s 
FAFSA code is 001574. Visit sfs.gsu.edu and 
fafsa.ed.gov to explore your options.

THE WAY TO  
GREATNESS
We’re firm believers that a college education is 
how you’ll translate your talent into a meaningful 
career and unlock opportunities across your 
lifetime. We’re committed to making a Georgia 
State degree attainable for every student, and  
we’ll work tirelessly to save you time and money 
along the way. That’s THESTATEWAY.

CALCULATE YOUR COSTS  

From room and board to books and course 
fees, our Cost Calculator will help you estimate 
what you’ll pay per semester at Georgia State. 
It’s an investment you won’t regret.

TUITION* (per semester)
IN-STATE: $4,474
OUT-OF-STATE: $13,993
*Based on rates for the 2020-21 academic year

ADDITIONAL COSTS (per semester)
MANDATORY FEE: $1,064
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES: $1,000 (estimated)
OPTIONAL UNIVERSITY HOUSING AND MEAL PLANS

Visit admissions.gsu.edu/cost-calculator 
for more information.

92%
OF GEORGIA STATE  
STUDENTS RECEIVE 

SOME FORM OF 
TUITION ASSISTANCE



MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS (No application required) 

Apply to Georgia State by December 8 and you will be auto-
matically considered for numerous admission-based scholarships 
that could net you up to $3,000 a year based on your application. 
All you have to do is apply, and you’ll be notified if you’ve  
qualified for a scholarship upon acceptance to the university. 

OUT-OF-STATE SCHOLARSHIPS (No application required)

Much like our merit scholarships, we also offer the Campus  
Atlanta Scholarship, an automatic merit-based scholarship that 
covers either all or part of the out-of-state portion of tuition based 
on academic performance in high school.

TOP ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS (Application required)

You’ve earned top grades in high school, so why not apply for our 
top-notch scholarships? Apply to Georgia State by December 8. 
Note the various application deadlines for each scholarship:

 •  PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP — our premier academic award  
given to a select group of exceptional incoming freshmen

  Up to $28,803 / year for four years depending on in-state /   
  out-of-state status
  Application due: DECEMBER 8

 •  COCA-COLA FIRST GENERATION SCHOLARSHIP — for incoming first-
generation freshmen

  $5,000 / year for four years
  Application due: FEBRUARY 15

 Georgia State funds a variety of scholarships for which you  
could be eligible. Some scholarships are offered to high-
achieving students automatically upon acceptance, and some 
require applications. Deadlines vary.

SCHOLARSHIPS



  SUBJECT UNITS COURSES

English 4 Any 4 English or language arts

Math 4 Algebra I, algebra II, geometry and 1 higher-level math

Natural Science 4 1 life science/lab, 1 physical science/lab and 2 science electives

Social Science 3 1 U.S. history, 1 world history and 1 social science elective

Foreign Language 2 2 units for the same language, including the option of American 
Sign Language 

FRESHMAN 
PROFILE &
REQUIRED
COURSES  
We attract diverse, accomplished students 
from all around the world, which means we 
see strengths of all kinds. While we can’t 
provide an exact formula for acceptance to 
Georgia State, we’ve compiled profiles of 
our 2020-21 freshman class and 2020-21 
freshman Honors College class to better help 
you predict your admission potential.

HONORS COLLEGE FRESHMAN PROFILE* 

HIGH SCHOOL CORE GPA: 3.91
SAT (COMBINED): 1380
ACT (COMPOSITE): 31

For priority consideration for the Honors College 
and scholarships, apply to Georgia State by 
DECEMBER 8.  

To learn more about the Honors College, visit 
honors.gsu.edu.

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

FRESHMAN PROFILE* (Middle 50%)

HIGH SCHOOL CORE GPA: 3.3 – 3.86
SAT (COMBINED): 1060 – 1250
ACT (COMPOSITE): 21 — 28

27%
OF OUR STUDENTS  

ARE FIRST-GENERATION 
COLLEGE STUDENTS

*Based on the fall 2020 admitted class



DEGREES OFFERED AT GEORGIA STATE

10,000 DEGREES 
CONFERRED  
EACH YEAR 26:1STUDENT-

TO-FACULTY 
RATIO

LEAD THE WAY  
Taking THESTATEWAY means you have countless 
options to go your own way — all with the assurance 
that we’ll keep you on course to receive your diploma 
as soon as possible. Our 250-plus degree programs — 
the most offered at any institution in Georgia — entice 
students with every kind of passion.  

ARTS   B M  D
Art   •   
Art Education  • •

Art History • • 

Arts Administration •

Film & Media •   

Film, Video & Digital Editing       •

Moving Image Studies   •

Music  • •  

Music Management • 

Studio Art • •

Theater •  

ARTS & SCIENCES  
African American Studies • •  
Anthropology  • •

Applied Linguistics  • •  •

Asian Studies •

Astronomy     •

Biology  • •  •

Big Data & Machine Learning  • 
Chemistry  • •  •

Communication    •  • 
Computer Science  • •  •

Creative Writing   •

Data Science •

English  • •  •

Environmental Science •

French  • •

Game Design           • 
Game Development  • 
Geosciences • •

German  • 

Gerontology  • •

Global Studies •

Heritage Preservation   •

History  • •  •

Interdisciplinary Studies  •

International Economics  • 
 & Modern Languages  
Journalism •

Law & Society  •

Mathematics  • •  •

Media Entrepreneurship •

Middle East Studies  •

Neuroscience  • •  •

Philosophy  • •

Philosophy, Politics & Economics •

Physics  • •  •

Political Science  • •  •

Psychology  • •  •

Religious Studies  • •

Sociology  • •  •

Spanish  • •

Speech Communication  •

Women’s, Gender &  • • 
 Sexuality Studies
    

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES  B M  D
Biomedical Enterprise  •  

Biomedical Science & Enterprise     •

Translational Biomedical Sciences    •

BUSINESS   
Accounting • •  •

Actuarial Science  • •

Analytics   •

Business Administration  •  •

Business Analysis  • 
Business Economics  • • 
Computer Information Systems •   •

Entrepreneurship • •  

Finance  • •  •

General Business   •  •

Global Hospitality   •

Health Administration   •

Health Informatics  • 
Hospitality Administration • •

Human Resource Management  • 
Information Systems  •

Information Systems Audit  •

 & Control
International Business   •

Managerial Sciences  • •  •

Marketing  • •  •

Operations Management  •

Organization Management  • 
Quantitative Risk Analysis   • 
 & Management
Real Estate  • •  •

Risk Management & Insurance • •  •

Taxation   •

EDUCATION & 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Applied Behavior Analysis   •

Art Education       •

Birth Through Five  •

Clinical Mental Health Counseling  •

Clinical Rehabilitation Counseling  •

Communication Sciences   • • 
 & Disorders  
Counseling Psychology      •

Counselor Education & Practice      • 
Creative & Innovative Education  • 
Curriculum & Instruction    •

Early Childhood     • 
 & Elementary Education
Education of Students    • 
     with Exceptionalities     
Educational Leadership   •  •

Educational Policy Studies       •

Educational Psychology   •  •

Educational Research   •

   B M  D 
Elementary Education • •

English Education   •  

English to Speakers of   •   
 Other Languages  
Exercise Science  • • 
Foreign Language Education   •

Health & Physical Education  • •

Human Learning & Development •

Instructional Design   • 
 & Technology
Instructional Technology    •

Kinesiology      •

Language & Literacy Education     •  •

Mathematics Education   •  •

Middle Level Education  • •  •

Music Education      • 
School Counseling   •  •

School Psychology    •  •

Science Education    •  •

Sign Language Interpreting  •

Social Foundations of Education   •

Social Studies Education  •  •

Special Education  • • 
Sport Administration  • •

Teaching & Learning     • 
Teaching & Teacher Education   •

LAW
Law      •  •

NURSING &  
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Health Informatics •

Health Sciences •

Nursing  • •  •

Nutrition  • •

Occupational Therapy   •

Physical Therapy     •

Respiratory Therapy  • •

POLICY STUDIES
Criminal Justice  • •  •

Economics  • •  •

International Economics  • 
 & Modern Languages  
Public Administration   •

Public Policy  • •  • 
Social Entrepreneurship •

Social Work  • •

Urban Studies  •  

PUBLIC HEALTH
Public Health  • •  •

B = Bachelor’s     M = Master’s     D = Doctor’s
Associate degrees available through Perimeter College.



1. GET TO KNOW CAMPUS

Visit welcome.gsu.edu for our personalized virtual 
experiences, including a live tour, online chats  
and information sessions, allow you to explore 
campus and get a taste of student life from your 
couch. As the campus environment can quickly 
shift, welcome.gsu.edu is also your home for 
updates and real-time availability of in-person 
tours and events.

2. CHECK YOUR QUALIFICATIONS

Use the Panther Predictor on our website to gauge 
your chances of acceptance before you apply.

3. APPLY

Freshmen apply through the Common 
Application. Submit your application, $60 
application fee, test scores and an optional letter 
of recommendation. SAT scores may also be 
submitted through collegeboard.org using  
Georgia State’s code, 5251, and ACT scores can 
be submitted through act.org using the code 
0826. Get started at admissions.gsu.edu/freshmen.

THINKING 
ABOUT GOING 
OUR WAY? 
From registering for virtual tours to researching 
statistics and applying, admissions.gsu.edu is a 
one-stop shop for all your next steps.

FALL FRESHMAN ADMISSION TIMELINE

DECEMBER 8 APRIL 1 JUNE 1AUGUST 1
Admission 
application opens

Honors and scholarship priority 
consideration deadline
(Decision by JANUARY 15)

Final application 
deadline

Official transcripts  
and test scores 
submission deadline



@GeorgiaStateUniversity

@GeorgiaStateU

@georgiastateuniversity

21-ADM0005


